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Meet Elina and Loukas! 

American Farm School (AFS) 

 

In 2014 Hellenic Hope (HH) joined forces with the American 

Farm School of Thessaloniki (AFS) to launch the “Together 

Programme”. Together aims to expose disadvantaged 

teenagers to the opportunities of a career in the food industry 

(e.g. farming). Through the help of our generous donors, 

Elina and Loukas were offered a full bursary to complete 

two years of secondary education at the AFS.  

 

Founded in 1904, the AFS is an independent, non-profit 

institution educating youth and adults to become 

professionally accomplished in the latest aspects of 

agriculture, ecology and the life sciences (afs.edu.gr). 

The Together Program 

 

 

The Programme has four tiers. At every tier, we aim to 

select the most engaged and promising students.   

1st Tier (658 children): children visit the AFS grounds and 

learn about agricultural business and production, stock 

farming and natural resources management. 

2nd Tier (55 children): children participate in three weekend 

workshops. They engage in group activities, like planting or 

cooking, and discover different farming techniques. 

3rd Tier (15 children): children take part in a 5-day summer 

camp engaging in group activities such as farming, cooking,  

preparing short plays and creating hand-made comics.  

4th Tier (4 children): The children’s’ performance and 

financial needs are closely evaluated. Bursary place is offered 

to the candidate(s) (usually 1-2 bursaries on offer) who 

successfully complete the AFS admission procedure. 

HH, assisted by “Prolepsis”, 

targeted schools in 

disadvantaged areas in and 

around Thessaloniki (northern 

Greece).  

Elina and Loukas come from 

SoKhós, a small town in rural 

Macedonia. The inhabitants’ 

main occupation is 

smallholding agriculture.   

 

http://www.hellenic-hope.org/
http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPartB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1150596&SubsidiaryNumber=0
https://www.facebook.com/HellenicHope
https://twitter.com/Hellenic_Hope
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVwyUrOgLGTSOC0HB-QDIjQ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hellenichope
https://plus.google.com/110000841381006083521
skype:HellenicHope
http://www.hellenic-hope.org/donate/
http://www.hellenic-hope.org/
http://www.hellenic-hope.org/
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Meet Our Children! 

 

Elina  

Is at the top of her class (GPA 19/20). Her 

parents run a butcher shop and own a small farm 

with livestock. The youngest of three children, 

her teachers describe her as a “quiet force” with 

strong spirit and drive. Elina told us:  

“The School has helped me become more 

independent and responsible, even in the short 

time I have been here. The Programme has not 

only broadened my horizons, it has profoundly 

changed my way of thinking – this is so different 

from anything I had ever experienced before!”  

 

Loukas  

Is a promising student (GPA 16.7/20). His 

parents run a creamery business, which he plans 

to continue. Loukas is hardworking and 

committed. He earned the respect of teachers 

and classmates by overcoming initial learning 

difficulties. Loukas said: 

“The Programme has changed me; it has helped 

me become more open and more sociable. I 

consider myself really lucky to have the chance 

to learn in a hands-on environment. The practical 

training is definitely among my favourite things 

here!”  

HH and the Together Programme are funded entirely by contributions from donors like you. The 

annual cost of a full board bursary is €12,000, including tuition fees. HH is excited to invite donors 

to provide full or partial bursaries to children in need. Your contribution will give future generations the 

means to better their lives and serve their local communities. 

 

Continuation of the Programme through 2016 has been 

secured through YOUR support! 

 874 children have already participated in Tier 1 from more 
schools 

 40 students selected to participate in improved Tier 2 workshops 
 Agreement with AFS to launch a Together alumni programme 

 

Two ambitious young 

people from the small 

town of SoKhós completed 

AFS’s admission process 

and became the inaugural 

bursars of the “Together 

Programme”.   

Elina was admitted to the 

General Lyceum, and 

Loukas was admitted to 

the Technical Lyceum.  

 

HH’s Alexis Coutlis, 

Hellenic Hope’s lead of the 

programme, said:  

“I’m delighted to see 

how excited our 

children are to be at 

AFS.  I’m convinced 

that they will make us 

proud.” 
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